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John Smith 

Ms. Zupancic 

Period 9 – Extra Credit 

13 January 2014 

DEAR Book Review: Second Nine-Week Grading Period 

 For my DEAR book of the third nine-weeks I decided to read The Strange Case of Dr. 

Jekyll and Mr. Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson. The book is generally about Dr. Jekyll having a 

battle within him trying to ward off the evils of Mr. Hyde. Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde are the same 

person, with two completely different personalities. Dr. Jekyll is a decent man and a well 

respected man in his profession; however, when he was tinkering one day with scientific 

concoctions, he created a solution that was going to create a very cynical side of him, Mr. Hyde. 

Dr. Jekyll’s friend, Mr. Utterson, is constantly trying to find out the link between Jekyll and 

Hyde because many things do not seem to add up when Mr. Utterson decided to solve this 

mystery. Even though a large part of the plot was slower than I typically enjoy, I do feel as if the 

plot is well-developed. I also do believe that the plot does make it believable if it was realistic. 

As described earlier, I think that the plot definitely started out dragging a bit, but it did go into a 

good amount of detail about the majority of the characters, including Dr. Jekyll, Mr. Utterson, 

Mr. Enfield, and Mr. Hyde. I really enjoyed the ending and was not surprised by it.  I did think it 

ended at the right time and was, therefore, not rushed.  

 According to robert-louis-stevenson.org, Robert Louis Stevenson was born on the 

thirteenth of November in 1850. He died on December 3, 1894.  Stevenson, at the age of 

seventeen, attended Edinburgh University, which was not far from where he grew up. He 

majored in engineering because he had plans to work at his father’s firm. During his time at 
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college he published his very first work which was an essay, Roads. After his college years, 

Stevenson was still writing. When he found his wife-to-be, Fanny, this was a significant event 

that occurred in his life. They immediately sojourned to California where he published several 

more works including Amateur Emigrant and The Silverado Squatters. Robert Louis Stevenson 

then began writing many short stories after meeting his wife. This is the time when he wrote The 

Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde, along with many more “novellas.” Stevenson was 

known for Treasure Island which was a popular novel he wrote in the late 1800s. After writing a 

couple more novels, he decided to take part in sailing around the Pacific Ocean before his death 

in 1894. Robert Louis Stevenson has a writing style that is a bit difficult for me to comprehend. 

He uses many words that I have never heard of and structures many of his sentences in a unique 

way that seems to mess with my comprehension every now and then. Jekyll and Hyde is the first 

work I have read by Stevenson and I am slightly interested in reading Treasure Island because I 

heard that was a great book as well. 

 I had a fair experience reading The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. I stumbled 

over much of the plot, but I did understand it after rereading paragraphs two or three times. I was 

not immediately drawn into the story from the beginning since I had some trouble understanding 

what was going on in the beginning of the story. It did not help that I was also getting acclimated 

to Stevenson’s style as well. Even though the characters were well-described, I do feel like Dr. 

Jekyll and Mr. Hyde were “flat” and they did not seem to come off as true characters to me. 

They almost seemed scripted and at a few parts I could almost predict how one would react and 

vice versa. If I had to meet a character, it would definitely be Dr. Jekyll. I would ask him how he 

began to accept that Mr. Hyde was going to overpower him in the end because I feel that would 
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be very interesting to listen to his answer. However, in the end, I truly enjoyed the story and 

would definitely recommend it to my peers. 
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